AYSE TASPINAR

- Pianist -
Ayse Taspinar has concertized worldwide, offering performances in New York, Washington D.C, Chicago, Toronto, Ottawa, Mexico City, Caracas, Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires, Santiago, Rome, Milano, Granada, Montreal, Bloomington, Ankara and Izmir. In 1999, she was invited to Macedonia to perform for the President of Macedonia along with the Turkish President Suleyman Demirel. That same year she performed in Washington D.C. as the artist of the delegation representing the 75th anniversary of the Turkish Republic. Ayse is the recipient of a UCLA Ulmer Dissertation Year Fellowship, in the subject of piano music in Ottoman Empire. Her most recent accomplishment was her highly acclaimed presentation at the Soka Gakkai International Culture of Peace Resource Center in Los Angeles, CA. Invited to participate in their “Distinguished Speakers Series”, Ayse Taspinar offered a lecture and piano performance on the topic, “Rediscovering the shared cultural heritage of Armenians and Turks through music.” This same year, Ms. Taspinar was the invited piano soloist to perform Chopin’s second piano concerto with the UCLA Symphony.

Born in Paris, Ayse Taspinar began her music education with her mother in her native Turkey. She continued her education at the  Conservatorio di Roma “ Santa Cecilia” with Pieralberto  Biondi, where she was accepted with the highest grade into the upper class. After returning to Turkey she continued her education in Bilkent University with Ersin Onay, receiving B.M. with the first prize of the faculty. She returned to Italy in 2000 and in one year earned the Diploma di Pianoforte  from the Giuseppe Verdi Conservatorio di Milano. She studied with Vincenzo Balzani and completed her studies with the highest ranking. During these studies, she won several international competitions, including the first prize at the Monterosa Kawai (2001), second price at Vietri Sul Mare (2002), second price at Castiglion Fiorentino (2003), and first prize at the Seiler Piano Competition (2004). In 2004 she was accepted into the graduate program at the Jacob School of Music in Indiana University, earning her M.M. and P.D. with Arnaldo Cohen. Currently, she is finalizing her education towards a DMA at UCLA. She has participated in master classes by pianists Guillermo Gonzalez, Jerome Lowenthal, Alain Lefevre, Gyorgy Sandor, Boris Block, Gulsin Onay, Franco Scala, and Marian Rybicki.

